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Another characteristic of the book is, that the rules relating to 
the same part of speech are distributed into several courses, the 
first containing the regular forms, the other the irregularities and 
exceptions. This is a point which is of the utmost importance 
in the instruction of boys ; and it is, we apprehend, too frequently 
neglected. The pupils should become perfect masters of the reg- 
ular forms before they are made acquainted with the exceptions ; 
otherwise, confusion and embarrassment ensue. It seems to us 
that, in compliance with this principle, Remark 1 on page 32 
should have been incorporated into the 41st paragraph. 

The translator has, with very few exceptions, which are men- 
tioned in the preface, followed the original. To these exceptions 
might properly be added the paragraph on the pronunciation of the 
letters. It is highly desirable, with regard to this subject, that 
grammars should state the results of the investigations of schol- 
ars. There is a notion that it is impossible to recover the genu- 
ine pronunciation of the ancient languages ; but upon a somewhat 
more careful inquiry into the subject, it will be seen that the diffi- 
culties are, in some measure, overrated. It will be found, that 
the points concerning which there is a difference of opinion are 
but few compared with those on which the best judges agree. By 
stating, even in elementary grammars, the results of these investi- 
gations, the preparatory steps would be taken for a reformation 
in the pronunciation of Latin and Greek in this country, which 
is, from the want of an acknowledged standard or principle, in a 
sad state. We have all the defects of the pronunciation in use 
in the English schools, without the consistency, accuracy, and 
precision rigidly insisted upon by English scholars. 



4. — The Use of the Blowpipe in Chemistry and Mineralogy ; by 
J. J. Berzelius. Translated from the 4th enlarged and 
corrected Edition, by J. D. Whitney. Boston : Wm. D. 
Ticknor & Co. 12mo. pp. 237. 

Twenty-three years have elapsed since Children's translation 
of Berzelius on the Use of the Blowpipe appeared in England. 
Until then, only a few chemists and mineralogists in England 
and this country were acquainted with the extent to which the 
Swedish cultivators of science had carried the application of this 
instrument. They had followed a strict system in applying tests 
to mineral substances subjected to the heat of flame urged by a 
blast of air. The results obtained had been noted, and are found 
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in the present volume, which gives an extended account of a sys- 
tematic method of examining all natural or artificial substances 
by means of the blowpipe. The work is divided into two parts ; 
part the first treats of the history of the blowpipe, gives a descrip- 
tion of it and its appendages, and furnishes minute directions for 
its use. The second part relates to the " behaviour " of minerals 
before the blowpipe. The author has given an arrangement, by 
the electro-chemical system, of a great number of mineral bodies. 
We are here informed of the characteristic effects produced by 
varied degrees of heat on different minerals ; of the changes pro- 
duced by inflammable gases, or a heated atmosphere ; of changes 
of form, color, transparency ; and of the phenomena arising from 
cooling from a highly heated state, which are often strikingly 
beautiful. In the application of fused reagents, the effects of so- 
lution and subsequent chemical action are accurately described. 
The information gained by repeated and varied experiments is 
here most concisely stated, and the characters before the blow- 
pipe flame of every mineral named are given in the fewest words. 
In the supplement is a table presenting a systematic arrangement 
of minerals, according to their behaviour before the blowpipe 
flame. 

The name of Berzelius is so closely associated with all which 
pertains to the chemical science of the last half-century, either 
in its most philosophical theories, or the minutest details of exper- 
iment, that any effort of his comes to us with great weight of 
authority. Instructed by the great promoters of chemical science 
in the north of Europe, he has enjoyed peculiar advantages ; and 
the work before us is an exhibition of his unequalled skill in ex- 
perimenting, and his quickness of thought in seizing on charac- 
teristic phenomena, however minute. Many distinguished chem- 
ists had used the blowpipe with great advantage, but no one 
had collected facts sufficient to form a systematic treatise on the 
subject. To the latest edition of this book, many additions have 
been made, relating to the methods of Plattner and others, and 
the reasonings on phenomena have been extended. 

In the translation before us, Mr. Whitney has avoided a host of 
errors, which appeared in the English edition, and has given to 
American science the whole work of Berzelius, in its most im- 
proved form, up to the present date. He has additional claims 
to our thanks, as he has rendered into readable English a techni- 
cal work abounding in untranslatable terms ; a labor calling for 
patience, as well as a full knowledge of his subject. The chem- 
ists, mineralogists, and metallurgists of our country will find 
this work a most valuable aid in their pursuits. There is often 
no other mode of experimenting, which gives in the shortest time 
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so decisive a result, as attends the trials before the blowpipe flame. 
Minerals are known to us only by their power of affecting our 
senses, by exhibiting certain relations to other bodies, which form 
what are called their characters. The blowpipe flame, aided by 
reagents, enables us to multiply characters almost without limit ; 
differences between minerals once considered identical become 
apparent, and unlike minerals are found to possess general char- 
acters which allow them to be classed into one group. In this 
view, the work of Berzelius may be considered as introducing us 
to a new branch of science, the " science of the blowpipe." 



5. — A Universal Pronouncing Gazetteer ; containing Topograph- 
ical, Statistical, and other Information of all the more 
important Places in the known World, from the most re- 
cent and authentic Sources. With a Map. By Thomas 
Baldwin, assisted by several other Gentlemen. Philadel- 
phia : Lindsay & Blakiston. 1845. 12mo. pp. 550. 

The legitimate pronunciation of geographical proper names is 
a sore trial to most persons' patience as well as to their powers 
of speech. In comparatively few cases, the orthography is made 
English, and then there is but little difficulty. But when the for- 
eign spelling is adhered to, the pronunciation is Anglicized im- 
perfectly or not at all, and a jargon of strange sounds is introduc- 
ed which is fatal to all uniformity of speech, and leaves the un- 
instructed hearer but little chance of recognizing names which 
he is perfectly familiar with as seen in print. And no authority 
or general principle has been established. To give the names 
the proper foreign sound and accent is often a mark of pedantry ; 
and to conform the pronunciation to the analogy of the English 
tongue is often considered a token of vulgarity and ignorance, 
and is a severe infliction for the ears of those who are familiar 
with the original sounds. We wish the custom of the French 
had been followed ; they fairly adopt all proper names into their 
own tongue, Gallicizing the orthography in most cases, and the 
pronunciation in all. But a reform of the English habit, if habit 
it can be called, is now impossible ; and the next best thing is to 
fix the pronunciation according to the best authority, when any 
authority can be had, but at any rate to fix it in one way or an- 
other. 

We are very glad to find an attempt, made in a very creditable 
manner, in the work before us, to effect this object. The princi- 



